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Autumn Newsletter 2017 (no 55)
Message from the Chairman
Celebrating a shared racing heritage
The primary reason that Epsom & Ewell is twinned with Chantilly is our common horse racing heritage. It was fitting, therefore, that we were able to celebrate the staging of the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe at Chantilly racecourse - with our twin town hosting the event while its usual venue, Longchamps, was being refurbished - on both sides of the Channel.

As reported in this newsletter, our Mayor, Cllr Liz Frost, led a small party from Epsom & Ewell  (NB these visits are self-funded) to attend the race in Chantilly, and were given true VIP treatment by their hosts, for which we are very grateful.  A group of us took part in a special French-themed market at Epsom Racecourse on the same day, October 1st, in recognition of the fact that the last day of the racing season here coincided with the staging of the French classic in Chantilly - something that is unlikely to happen again.  We were able to watch the Arc live on a big screen, as Frankie Dettori rode Enable to an easy victory, and raise the profile of Town-Twinning amongst race goers.  Twinning ties between Epsom & Ewell will always have a strong racing connection. The staging of the Chantilly Race at Epsom in August was another illustration of how we are keeping this mutual interest firmly in the spotlight.

As you read this, Christmas will be just round the corner, and once again a small group from Epsom & Ewell will be taking part in Chantilly’s Christmas Market, alongside its other twin towns, from Watermael-Boitsfort and Uberlingen.  Our group, and the traditional English festive fare they take with them, are always well received and I am sure they will be again.

The past few months have been busy for your Twinning committee, as you can tell from this newsletter. The coming year will also have plenty of significant opportunities to strengthen our twinning ties, not least of which is the staging of the fifth biennial Twinning Choral Festival in Chantilly.  I am delighted that one of our leading local choirs, Barisons, has agreed to represent Epsom & Ewell at this event, and we wish them well.  I am sure they will have a fantastic experience if past events are anything to go by.

Your committee is extremely hard-working, and achieves a lot every year. But the team could benefit from a few extra people prepared to get stuck in and help organise and support twinning activities. If you have some spare time available, please feel free to contact either myself or my deputy, Diana Deavin, for more information. Our details are found at the end of the newsletter.

May I end by wishing you a joyous Christmas and a happy New Year!
Cllr Clive Woodbridge, Chairman
Epsom Choral Society – visit to Chantilly – 6-9 July
For four days in July, Chantilly was the home of Epsom Choral Society.
For those making the journey by the coach it meant an early start from St Martin's Church, and a straightforward crossing on the Shuttle.   The Baie de la Somme service area provided a good break in the journey.  Our base for our visit was the Campanile Hotel on the edge of the town.
That evening everyone was invited to a Civic reception at the Espace Boutellier - drinks and a warm welcome by leading members of Chantilly's twinning association as well as by the town's Mayor-Elect.  After the reception choir members made their way to one of the many restaurants around the town where everyone had an enjoyable time in the balmy evening air.
[image: image1.emf]Friday was a free day so many of the choir visited the Château and horse museum. The Château is in a lovely situation surrounded by a moat. Its history and that of the family was told really well - you felt you might meet them round a corner!   Among the many highlights the room full of magnificent paintings stood out particularly. The room itself was painted with pictures of châteaux and palaces connected to the family, including Twickenham!
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The horse museum was also a surprise being interesting even to a non-horsy person. The show in a magnificent arena was yet another treat with horses doing clever things, in French!

In the evening was the group meal in a restaurant very close to the hotel, typically French and typically delicious.
Rehearsal on Saturday was in the Chapelle du Condé near the market and was "open” to the public to wander in and hear us.
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The pre-concert rehearsal was in the beautiful church of Notre Dame where we were to perform that evening. The concert itself was exceptionally well attended, and well received. Highlights included being joined by the local choir, the Ensemble Vocal du Ménestrel, for the Cantique de Jean Racine, a stunning solo performance by Julie in Hear my prayer - and a group of songs in English by the Ensemble Vocal under their conductor Agnès Dalarun, John Rutter and Leonard Cohen feelingly and expressively performed. And speeches of welcome as well. 
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After the concert the Ensemble Vocal kindly invited us to al fresco drinks and nibbles in the grounds of Le Menestrel, which is the music school for the Chantilly area, a pleasant and relaxing way to round off the concert, in the cool of the evening after an exceptionally hot day.

On Sunday, another new experience for most of us.   We sang at morning mass in Notre Dame, under the familiar direction of M Collings, but with considerable guidance from the Animatrice, who moved her right arm elegantly to indicate which direction the notes should be taking in the responses! We acquitted ourselves well, and received a standing ovation at the end of the service, with a kind speech of thanks by the priest.
All good things must come to an end, and for most of us, that came across the road from the church as we enjoyed our final drinks and croque monsieurs in France before rejoining the coach home.   Until the next time.
(With thanks to Epsom Choral Society for this extract from their newsletter).
Bastille Day – 14 July
The French National Day, 14th July was duly celebrated by the Twinning Association with a garden party at the home of Richard and Ros Godson.  On a beautiful warm sunny evening a group of members enjoyed being together in a truly French atmosphere with cheese and wine outdoors on their terrace, so typical of France.  To add to the occasion we also played boules on the lawn, with mixed success.
Our sincere thanks go to Richard and Ros for hosting a wonderful evening.

Peter Hardy, Committee member
Visit to Saint Valéry sur Somme
For many years I have attended French classes and I am more confident in French and enjoy visiting France so much more.  On 26th and 27th July I organised a visit to Picardie with three other members of our class.
We travelled by car via Newhaven and Dieppe as this reduced the driving on both the English and French sides of the Channel.  There was of course a downside - the length of the crossing.  We arrived at Dieppe in the rain and after a 40 mile journey, which was not without drama following a wrong turning, we arrived at the Somme Estuary. 
After a lovely meal on the first evening we explored the town of Saint Valéry the following day.  The sun shone as we wandered along the Quay, the steam train round the Bay from Le Crotoy to Saint Valéry and Cayeux bringing hoards of visitors.
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It was from Saint Valéry that William departed in 1066 to conquer England.  A memorial to that event has been erected by the Quay which is now a marina full of pleasure boats.  The tide sweeps into the Somme Estuary making navigation difficult but on spring tides the equivalent of the Severn Bore is spectacular.  On this occasion the tide rose rapidly and filled the Estuary hiding the "marées" or tidal marshes.  
We walked through the narrow streets to the old town with its gateway and ramparts overlooking the wide Estuary of the Somme, we dined in a restaurant in the old town and thoroughly enjoyed the French experience.  Sadly it was only for one day.
Never mind, it was a lovely experience, though little French was spoken!
Peter Hardy, Committee member
Chantilly Handicap Race at Epsom – 4 August

Members of the Twinning Committee enjoyed a summer evening of excellent racing and hospitality on the 4th August at Epsom Downs race course. The reason was the running of the Chantilly Handicap by the Jockey Club. The race is an acknowledgement of the close ties the town and the race course have with Chantilly and its race course, despite a friendly rivalry between us. Interestingly, Chantilly runs a reciprocal race, the Prix d’Epsom. 
It was a fitting and extremely generous gesture of the Jockey Club, to invite representatives of the Twinning Association to attend the race meeting. More so since we were given the honour to judge the best turned out horse in the parade ring before the big event. By coincidence our selection of the best turned out horse, Seduce Me, also won the race, with Permaflor second and Fit for the Job third.
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Chair of the Twinning Committee, Cllr Clive Woodbridge, with Kathryn Beldon, Chief Executive of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, plus a number of Committee members, enjoyed a very convivial evening as the guests of the Jockey Club. We would like to place on record our thanks to them for their generous hospitality, and on behalf of the Town Twinning Association thank them for inviting us to the meeting, as it was an acknowledgement of our, as well as their, close links with Chantilly.
Martin Lewis, Committee member 

 
Epsom Rotary Fun Day – Sunday 17 September 
This was the 5th Rotary Fun Day, and Anne and I were joined on the Twinning stand at various points during the day by three other gallant members. The weather forecast was not great, and it was a little cooler than in previous years, but at least it didn’t rain!
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We were in an ideal location in one of the main thoroughfares, and families were attracted by the game we had set up to throw rings over posts in the ground.  Lots of small prizes were distributed, whilst parents were able to chat with us about twinning, Chantilly and their relative abilities in speaking French. We were kept busy throughout the day and recruited a few new members.
Star prize of a bottle of champagne was won by a member of a Twinning/Rotary family who was able to remember the most French words.  Special mention should also be given to the Mayor, who stopped by for a chat and did pretty well in the challenge too in spite of her protests.

Our shelter for the day was a gazebo style tent, kindly supplied by Angus Tents which easily housed a small display and the fun and games.  No prizes for finding us in the first place, as Brian had adorned the tent with flags, and the Tricolore was clearly visible from miles around.

Thanks to Jackie Reynolds, Sue Pennington and Brian Atkinson who turned out to help and welcome to our newest members.
Diana Deavin, Vice-Chair and Liaison Officer
A Tale of two races - Epsom and Chantilly – Sunday 1 October

One dark, dismal, wet and windy Sunday morning, the twinning team was yet again setting up their stall, this time in a small, luckily indoor, marketplace in the middle of the large betting hall at the Duchess Stand. This was the final race day of the Epsom calendar – the Season Finale – but with the added extra of a French theme and a special screening of the prestigious Prix de L’Arc de Triomphe which was taking place in Chantilly that same day. A slightly different crowd from our usual encounters, but lots of interest and excitement from people who actually knew Chantilly, but not that we were twinned with such a lovely place.
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We were surrounded by other stalls – an irresistible chocolatier and a stall selling the famous Savon de Marseille in the shape of our favourite French cheeses!  Competition at the sausage stall was fierce – would the Cumberland or the Toulouse win the day? Efforts were made by the twinning reps to keep this well balanced, but the home team won in the end.

Going outside to watch the races was not for the fainthearted, but brave souls ventured out to see their horses battling the winds up to the finish. The going was definitely heavy and umbrellas were out of the question!  However, a good day was had by all and some interesting new contacts and the odd few pounds made.

Meanwhile, over in Chantilly, the weather seemed a little brighter for the visit of the Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, Cllr Liz Frost, her consort Cllr Chris Frost, and Brian and Margaret Angus, who had very kindly offered to chauffeur and look after the VIPs for the weekend.  In fact, all were treated royally in the company of the new Mayor of Chantilly, Isabelle Wojtowiek, Deputy Mayor, Michael Triail, and local civic and racing dignitaries. Although we did not see them on the big screen at Epsom, they were interviewed by French television and local and racing press. 

Frankie Dettori won the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe on British trained horse, Enable. This is the second year in which Chantilly has hosted this top race in the French calendar, but next year it will return to a refurbished Longchamps. Thus we were particularly excited, as were our Mayor and the Epsom racegoers, that she should have been invited to attend, to meet the new Mayor of Chantilly and have the opportunity to discuss matters of common interest. Top of this list was undoubtedly the racing industry, as Cllr Frost has resolved to publicise and promote the horse training industry in the Borough during her mayoral year. We hope to be able to welcome the Mayor of Chantilly to a similar event in Epsom very soon.
Diana Deavin, Vice-Chair and Liaison Officer
Mayor’s visit to Chantilly – 29 September – 2 October
The Mayor had been uncertain whether she would be able to accept an invitation to Chantilly for the Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe.  This race is equivalent to our Derby and was being run for the last time in our Twin town during the refurbishment of Longchamps.  But by whisking Cllr Liz Frost straight from her Friday engagement through the tunnel, we were in fact able to stay for three nights.  We stayed in nearby Compiegne because of hotel availability and enjoyed the Saturday visiting the Armistice Railway Carriage museum, and the picturesque town of Senlis.  
On Sunday, as a party of four we were included on the top table in the VIP lounge at the Hippodrome. The Mayor and I were interviewed about the presentation of our Epsom print to our host, on the in-course screens, and perhaps on French TV.
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As Chairman of Epsom Downs Conservators, Liz had some valuable conversations with some key players.  Our day exceeded anything we could have imagined.
In answer to a frequent question: apart from the kind hospitality of France Gallop, we shared the costs of travel and accommodation between us, adhering to the rule that Twinning visits are paid for by those travelling and not by the Council-tax-payer.                   
 Brian Angus. Twinning member
Members’ Christmas Dinner – 27 November
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This may be the last time we will be able to enjoy our Christmas dinner at the Chalk Lane Hotel, as the owners are hoping to retire to France.  We have always enjoyed our meals there and hope you will take this opportunity to join other members in a celebration of Twinning.  
So if you have not yet booked your place with Anne please do so by the 22nd November. Dinner will cost £27.50 for 3 courses and coffee, with drinks extra. There will also be a raffle.  
Please contact Anne Richardson 01372 723698.
Chantilly Christmas Market – 9-10 December 
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Plans are already in place for Twinning to have a stall at the market in Chantilly for the weekend of the 9th and 10th December. Along with the usual fare we are promoting two local cottage industries by taking puddings from Rob and Peta at Simply Puddings:- simplypuddings.co.uk and jams from Sue at Jam Packed Preserves:- jampackedpreserves.co.uk . 
In between sizes of puddings have been made by Brian Atkinson, Richard Deavin, and myself, more jams by Jackie Reynolds, chutney by Barbara Lewis, and cakes by Margaret Angus. We would be happy to receive offers of mince pies nearer the time.
A team of volunteers will be selling our wares, but if there is anyone else who would like to come along please let Diana know as soon as possible.  We would also like to take crackers for the children, so we are asking as in previous years for members to kindly donate packets.  Please contact anne@epsomtwinning.com  Thank you.
Anne Richardson,  Membership Secretary
Les Soirées Françaises
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Our Soirées are a regular feature and are held monthly if we can.  We do crosswords, read magazine articles, and practice speaking French in friendly surroundings.  All abilities are welcome, whether beginners or more advanced.  Please bring your own ideas too, and if you would like to host one of these evenings please contact Margaret or Anne. 
Our next Soirée will be on Monday 8 January at Margaret Nightingale’s, and then the next one on Monday 5 February at Anne’s.
Members’ Dinner – Tuesday 16 January
We look forward to a different and special Members’ dinner on 16th January, a Curry Night at Le Raj @ NESCOT.  The manager is going to put together a set menu for us at £20. There will be two courses each with a selection of 3 or 4 dishes plus rice and poppadums. There will be veggie options too.  As usual everyone will be responsible for their own drinks.
Nearer the time Anne will email members with more details and asking for your responses, but meanwhile please put the date in your diary!
Barbara Lewis, Committee member
Work Placements for Chantilly students - 22 January-24 February

Final arrangements are now being made for Mélanie and Ophélie, the two students from the Lycée Jean Rostrand in Chantilly, who are coming to Epsom early next year. They will be based at the former Epsom Coaches site which still houses the regular bus services now renamed RATP Quality Line.  Between 22 January and 24 February 2018 they will complete a formal training placement as part of their BTS higher diploma course for Personal/Manager's Assistants.  Ideally, they would like to stay in self-catering accommodation - a small studio or flat - if anyone has anything suitable to offer or any ideas who might.  Alternatively, one of our previous host families has very kindly offered them accommodation in their home, but they may also need a different host for a few nights to fit in with prior commitments.  Any ideas or offers of help, please contact Diana Deavin or Anne Richardson (see contact details at the end of the newsletter).  Thank you.

Epsom Rotary Club and Epsom and Ewell Town Twinning Association
French Public Speaking Competitions for Schools 2018
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The dates for the fourth French Public Speaking Competitions for Schools have now been announced, and invitations sent to local schools and our friends in Chantilly. The previous competitions have been very successful and seen by school staff and competitors as a valuable complement to the syllabus in terms of language skills and development of confidence, and we hope to have increased participation this time.  
As usual there will be three classes, Junior, Intermediate and Senior. The Junior and Intermediate events will be held on Tuesday 27th February 2018 at Rosebery School and the Senior on Tuesday 6th March at Epsom College. All classes will take place in the evening, the Junior/Intermediate starting at 6 pm and the Senior at 7 pm.
We are counting on the support of twinning members at the two events, and have already recruited independent judges locally.  It is very likely that we have members of Chantilly Rotary Club and Comité de Jumelage on the judging panel too.  Please put the dates in your diaries now.
Richard Deavin,  President,  Epsom Rotary Club
5th Twinning Choral Festival – Chantilly July 2018
During the summer, the Mayor received an invitation from Chantilly for a choir from the Borough and an official delegation to attend the next Choral festival, which will be held in Chantilly from 29 June to 1 July 2018. They will be offering family accommodation and an exciting programme of singing and socialising, climaxing with the main concert in the Grand Stables arena and a performance of Vivaldi's Gloria. 
The future Mayor of Epsom, Cllr Neil Dallen, and the Mayoress have already accepted the invitation and will lead an official delegation to Chantilly. All the local adult choirs which participated in the festival here last year were invited to consider taking part, and we are pleased to say that the Barisons Chamber Choir and their director, Brian Hill, have accepted.  We will be discussing finer details with them shortly, as more information comes in from Chantilly, so more news in the next newsletter!

Diana Deavin, Vice Chair and Liaison Officer
	Calendar of Future Events


	2017
	

	Monday 27 November
	Members’ Christmas Dinner – Chalk Lane Hotel

	Saturday 9 – Sunday 10 December
	Christmas Market in Chantilly

	
	

	2018
	

	Monday 8 January
	Soirée Française chez Margaret

	Tuesday 16 January
	Members’ Curry Night at Le Raj Nescot

	Monday 22 January – 24 February
	Chantilly Student Work Placements in Epsom

	Monday 5 February
	Soirée Française chez Anne

	Friday 16 February
	Twinning Quiznight venue tbc

	Tuesday 27 February 6pm
	Schools French-speaking Competition – Juniors and Intermediate

	Tuesday 6 March 7pm
	Schools French-speaking Competition Seniors

	Thursday 22 March
	Annual Cheese and Wine Party at the Town Hall

	Friday 29 June – Sunday 1 July 
	Twinning Choral Festival in Chantilly


Twinning Committee for 2017/18
Cllr Clive Woodbridge – Chairman




0208 3932853

Mrs Diana Deavin – Vice-Chair/Liaison Officer


01372 727382


Mr Brian Vandervilt - Treasurer    




0208 3958996

Mrs Margaret Nightingale – Secretary/ Newsletter Editor
01372 602560
Mrs Anne Richardson – Membership Secretary


01372 723698

Mrs Alison Chatterton 






01372 811099

Mr Peter Hardy







01372 721148

Mr Martin Lewis – Publicity Officer




0208 3933877 
Mrs Barbara Lewis







0208 3933877
Cllr Keith Partridge






01372 732000
Representatives of Local Groups supporting Twinning
Mr Harry Corben – Epsom Civic Society
Mr Richard Deavin – Epsom Rotary
Ms Janee Foxon – Sponsalia Chamber Choir

Mr Colin Peel – Epsom Rotary 

Mrs Jill Preiss – Epsom Choral Society
Mr Paul Walker – Epsom Male Voice Choir

Mr Frank Warren – Epsom Model Railway Club
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